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FRATERNAL MESSAGE 
to A l l  Members o f  the Evange l ical Church o f  Hungary 
We thank God that He is s t i l l  working among us.  Ye t our respon­
s i b i l ity for our Church prompts us to speak out because we see s igns 
o f  a c r i t i c a l  s t age in i t s  l i fe .  I n  Nove m b e r  1 9 8 5  we in i t i a t e d a 
fra ternal conversation in order to weigh the causes o f  the crisis  and 
t o  f i nd t h e  way o u t .  The r e s p on s ib l e l e a d e r s  o f  our Chu rch s o  far 
have not responded appropr iately to criticism.  We are publ ishing the 
results  of our conversat ions now , and sha l l  pub l ish them in the future 
a s  w e l l ,  w i t h the int e n t i on t o  awaken t h e  r e s p on s i b i l i t y  o f  o t he r s  
a l s o ,  thus seeking the way of the renewal o f  our church l i fe. 
1 . We believe that 
- the p r i n c i p a l  t re a s u r e  o f  t h e  Church is the G o s p e l o f  J e su s  
Chr i s t  and if  it  is  being preached pure ly i t  s t i l l  i s  the power o f  God 
(Romans 1: 16).  I t  e ffect ive ly works for and brings forth human recon­
c i l iat ion wi th God and as i t s  fruit the new l i fe in the this -worldly 
re lations of human exi s t ence; 
- the s ou r c e  and goa l of the Church ' s  e x i s t e n c e  is s o l e l y the 
G o s p e l .  The Church e x i s t s  o n  t h e  o n e  p a r t  b e c au s e  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t  
through the Gospe l awakens faith i n  the heart o f  men and b y  this faith 
b i n d s  them t oge t h e r  and m o l d s  them in t o  a c ommun i o n ,  the b o d y  o f  
C h r i s t ,  a b r o t h e r l y  c ommun i ty.  On t h e  o t h e r  par t t h e  Chu r c h  e x i s t s  
for the purpose t o  serve a l l  peop le with the Gospe l as  the instrument 
of the Ho ly Spirit ; 
- in shaping the inn e r  l i fe o f  the Church a s  w e l l a s  i t s  s e r ­
v i c e  i n  the w o r l d  the G o s p e l a l one i s  ab l e  t o  g iv e  t h e  r i g h t  m ea sure 
and t o  point to the right direc t ion. Al l other just ificat ions o f  the 
Church' s exi s tence obscures i t s  divine origin and i t s  real  m i s s ion. 
We f ind i t  a f a i l u r e  to c on t end t h a t  " t h e  t h e o l ogy o f  the 
diakon ia" should hold diakonia equa l in rank with the proc lamat ion of 
t h e  G o s p e l  in the m i s s i on of the Church thus  making it p o s s ib l e  in 
princ iple to untie diakonia from its source , the Gospe l .  Such inter­
pretation of the diakonia both d i s tort s and weakens the Gospe l .  Be­
yond a l l  this the ab solutizat ion and the coerc ion of the theology of 
the d i ak o n i a  r e s t r a in s ,  nay,  p u t s  an end to the f r e e d o m  of the 
Church' s inner l i fe .  The breaking down of theological  pluralism lead s 
to inte l lec tual backwardnes s ,  makes open theologica l di scus s ion impos­
s ib le,  and poisons the atmosphere of brotherly love. 
However,  diakonia aris ing from the Gospel is an indi spensable 
characteris t ic of the Church ' s  l i fe in respect to the chari tab le work 
of physical- spiritua l hea l ing but also in the sense that in the Church 
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no one rules over others but everyone l ive s and serves in self- sacri­
fic ing love to the welfare of  others. 
2 .  We b e l i eve that the Church b a s i c l y l iv e s  i n  t he c ongre ga­
tions. Accord ing to this 
- every high level Church activity mus t  be conce ived and con­
s trued emanating from the direct ion of congrega tional work ; 
- it must be endeavored that the congregations be a l ive broth­
erly communion living with Gospel and sacraments ; 
- that ways be explored lead ing from the decaying structure of 
a folk church to new life- form s ;  
- the s t ructure o f  the Church mus t  again be recons idered. We 
believe that the legal structure needs t o  be s impli fied and decentral­
ized and,  also, tha t the elec tion of  church leaders on a l l  level s  must 
b e  carried  out w i thout the influence of any cons i d e r a t i on s  a l i en t o  
the Church, for a fixed term, and with the poss ibility of reca l l .  
3 .  We hold it  extremely important for the present a s  well a s  for 
the future of our Church that secularization be examined conceptua l ly 
and p r a c t i c a l ly.  We mus t f a c e  thi s global phenom en on, wh i c h  in our 
country is  particularly closely corre lated with ideological a theism, 
in order to be able to g ive the peop l e  o f  our Church the he re t o f o r e 
miss ing assis tance. Our Church mus t  ins i s t  that Christ ians should be 
able freely to participate in the universal human endeavor of knowing 
the world ; 
- t o  explore t he way how Chr i s t i ans c an authen t i c a l l y  f i gh t  
aga in st war and tyranny [ force]; 
- the rais ing of the spiri tual and academic s tandard of pas to­
ral educat i on, the proper a d j u s tmen t of the s e rv i c e  of s e m inary 
trained women and o f  those who comple ted a [ pas toral] corre spondence 
course ; 
- t o  exa m i ne the pre s en t  t a s k s  and the i r  r i ght s o l u t ion in 
regard to miss ion, evangelization, and ecumenism;  
- the broadening o f  the responsible services of  lay people in 
the life of the congregat ion and in the who le Church; 
- the all- compass ing renewa l of brotherly ties in our Church. 
An atmosphere mus t  be created in which candid brotherly criticism is  
natural. We mus t  work hard to increase mutua l respect and brotherly 
love among us in the liberty of the Spirit. We mus t  become pas tors of  
each othe r so tha t no one may feel abandoned [ left alone]; 
- t o  re a s s e r t  t he r i ght o f  our Church t o  have i t s  own h i gh 
school similar to other denominations. 
4. We believe that the Church bears a God-given respons ib ility 
for the whole created world and for the [ ind ividual] people living in 
a [ certain] politi cal framework. The Church exercises its  pol i tical 
r e s p ons i b il i t y in the proclamat ion of the Word o f  God, i n  the 
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ac t iv i t i e s  of i t s  in s t i t u t i o n s  as w e l l  as th rough the s o c i a l  and 
pub l ic services o f  the ind ividual Chri s t ians. We cons ider any e ffort 
anyw here in the w o r l d  a s  a v i o l a t i on of t he Church ' s  i d en t i t y which 
wan t s  t o  f o r c e  the Church and i t s  o f f icial representat ives d irect ly 
into act ive pol i t ica l l i fe , in to power-wie lding, and prompting them to 
make pol i t ica l decis ions and take polit ical s tands.  Part icipation in 
po l i t ical l i fe belongs t o  every Christian' s  ind ividua l civic freedom 
and r e s p on s i b i l i t y ;  and t h i s  inc lude s t h e  Chu rch ' s  o f f i c e  b e a re r s ,  
too . 
5 .  We recommend to have soon count ry-wide d is cuss ions in which- ­
o n  t he b a s i s  o f  [ open ] v o lunt ary r e g i s t ra t i on - - any memb e r  o f  our 
Church should be free to part ic ipate and in which we can d i s cu s s  the 
quest ions l i s ted above , as we l l  as any o ther que s t ion , in a brotherly 
atmosphere , free ly and responsib ly. 
In spite of the miseries of our Church and of our own t ransgres­
s ions and fai lure s ,  our hope is  Jesus who has a l l  power in heaven and 
on earth, who gives the m i s s ion, and who is w i th his  own unt i l  the end 
of the world. 
Budape s t , March 1986 
[ S ignatures o f  members o f  the task 
force draft ing the "Fraterna l Me s sage" ] 
We presented one copy ind ividual ly signed by the members o f  our broth­
erly communion to the Pres id ium of the Evange lical Church of Hungary. 
To the congrega tions we now pub l i sh it w i thout the individua l s igna­
tures lest  we dis tract attent ion from content and personal que s t ions 
migh t  come to the fore ins tead of the de s ired c larification of princi­
p les . 
